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To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free….” 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are 
doing what you have heard from your father. ” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they 
answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what 
Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told 
you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are 
doing the works of your own father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they 
protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God 
were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not 
come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because 
you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you 
want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you 
do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, 
why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The 
reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
John 8:31-32, 38-47  
 

1. What is the truth? We choose a father.  
 
● The Father of Truth = The Creator God.  
 
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 
John 8:31-32 
 
o Those who belong to the Father of Truth love others. 

 
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come 
here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 
John 8:42 
 

▪ They want people to live.  
▪ They want people to experience joy.  

 
● The Father of Lies = The Devil. 

 
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. 

John 8:44 
 
o Those who belong to the Father of lies love themselves.  
▪ They want the message and lives of those who don’t believe to die.  
▪ They want people to experience pleasure instead of joy.  

 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28  
 
2. What is the truth? Our failures separate us from God.  
 
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
Romans 3:21-24 

 
● The right way to live has been made known.  
● The wrong way we have lived or are living is made known.  
 
“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth… 
John 14:15-17 
 
● We cannot have a relationship without love.  
 
3. What is the truth? We need forgiveness.  
 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word is not in us. 
1 John 1:8-10 
 
● We need someone to love us anyway.  
● We need someone who does not hold our bad behavior against us.  
● We need to ask for forgiveness.  
 
Confess: to acknowledge and own bad behavior.  
 
4. What is the truth? We need Jesus!  
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
John 14:6-7 
 
● He is the TRUTH!  



● He is the LIFE!  
 
 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved…. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10 
 
● He is the GIFT.  
 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:10  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE ANSWER 
The Need For Truth 

August 16th, 2020 


